Update on the Status of Federal Research Security Requirements

Federal research funding agencies continue to implement research security
requirements for researchers and institutions in accordance with the conditions of the
CHIPS and Science Act of 2022 (CHIPS Act) and National Security Presidential
Memorandum-33 (NSPM-33). The following is an update on the current status of
agency implementation.

Research Security Training Requirements

Section 10634 of the CHIPS Act directs federal research funding agencies to establish a
requirement that each covered individual (Cl - senior/key personnel) listed on the
application for a research and development (R&D) award certify that they have
completed research security training (RST) that meets the guidelines included in the Act
within one year of application submission and that institutions of higher education (IHEs)
or other organizations applying for such an award certify that each Cl employed by their
organization and listed on the application has completed said training. Unlike NSPM-33,
which is applicable to research institutions receiving federal science and engineering
support in excess of $50 million dollars annually, the CHIPS Act requirement has no
funding threshold or limit on the scope of applicable organizations subject to the
requirement.

For Cls submitting applications on at least an annual basis this amounts to an individual
annual training requirement. Agencies and institutions will have discretion on whether
an annual refresher requirement is to be implemented. To date, agencies that have
implemented the RST—the Department of Energy (DOE) on May 1, 2025 and National
Science Foundation (NSF), now effective December 2, 2025 (with a grace period for
certification through Dec. 31, 2025) — have not mandated an annual refresher
requirement if a proposal is not being submitted. Federal agencies have not yet
implemented the RST requirement under NSPM-33, which will see additional agencies
implementing the training and could include an annual refresher requirement. Per
NSPM-33, “training programs shall include an initial orientation for new personnel, and
annual refresher training”, whereas the final Guidelines for Research Security Programs
at Covered Institutions published July 9, 2024, do not address training frequency.
Agency implementation of the NSPM-33 research security program (RSP)
requirements, including research security training, are anticipated to be published in the
February to March 2026 timeframe.

Regarding other agency’s implementation, NIH will require RST for applications
submitted for due dates on or after May 25, 2026 per NOT-OD-26-017. This is in
addition to an NIH policy requirement that requires all faculty and researchers identified
as Senior/Key Personnel to have taken the RST or other training that highlights
requirements to disclose all research activities and affiliations (active and pending) in
Other Support, prior to just-in-time and/or Research Performance Progress Report
(RPPR) submissions. Additional agencies are expected to require the training in the




coming months and various federal agencies have already utilized the training as part of
sponsored project-specific risk mitigation plans.

DOE and NSF, in addition to the Department of War, National Institutes of Health (NIH),
and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), have endorsed the use of the condensed
version of the federal RST training developed by the NSF-funded SECURE Center. The
training can be taken for a certificate or downloaded for use in IHE/organization learning
management systems via the Center’s website here. It is also available via the

CITI Program. Agencies have noted that institutions can use any training that meets the
CHIPS Act requirements.

Section 10337 of the CHIPS Act requires the inclusion of additional content in NSF’s
Responsible Conduct in Research Training. Per NSF’s Important Notice No. 149 and
subsequent NSF FAQs, and effective December 2, 2025, IHEs “must certify at the time
of proposal submission to having an updated Responsible and Ethical Conduct of
Research (RECR) plan that addresses mentor training and mentorship, training to raise
awareness of potential research security threats, and federal export control, disclosure,
and reporting requirements.” As indicated above, NSF is providing a grace period for
certification through Dec. 31, 2025.

Disclosure - Common Form Implementation

The Current and Pending (Other) Support Common Form and Biographical Sketch
Common Form were published by the interagency for federal-wide use in November
2023 as directed by NSPM-33. The White House Office of Science and Technology
Policy (OSTP) published the Policy Regarding Use of Common Disclosure Forms for
the “Biographical Sketch” and the “Current and Pending (Other) Support” Sections of
Applications by Federal Research Funding Agencies in February 2024 to foster
adoption and reduce variance. NSF subsequently implemented the forms via SciENcv
in May 2024 (NSF 24-1). NASA implemented the forms in October 2024.

A National Science and Technology Council (NSTC) Pre-award and Post-award
Disclosure Table was published and last updated in May 2024. The table was
developed to assist the research community in determining if specific activities are
required to be disclosed and what documents are appropriate for reporting. NSF serves
as the steward for the common forms and disclosure table.

On December 2, 2025, NIH announced the agency’s implementation of Common Forms
for Biographical Sketch and Current and Pending (Other) Support for Due Dates on or
after January 25, 2026 (NOT-OD-26-018). Per the notice, the forms should not be used
prior to that date. With their submission, NIH will require an Open Researcher and
Contributor Identifier (ORCID iD) that is linked to the individual's eRA Commons
account, and confirmation that the ORCID iD is displayed in the Persistent Identifier
(PID) section of the Common Forms. Per the Dec. 2 notice, it appears NIH will publish a
separate NSPM-33 Pre- and Post-award Disclosure table relating to the Biographical
Sketch and Current and Pending (Other) Support. The notice indicates the table will be




posted on the NIH website on the Common Forms for Biographical Sketch and Current
and Pending (Other) Support webpage.

The common forms include certification from senior/key personnel that they are not a
party to a malign foreign talent recruitment program (MFTRP) in accordance with
section 10632 of the CHIPS and Science Act. In addition, the AOR must certify in the
application submission that all individuals identified as senior/key personnel have been
made aware of and complied with their responsibility related to MFTRPs. Certification
occurs at the time of application submission as well as annually. NSF accomplishes
annual certification via Research.gov. NIH will require senior/key personnel to upload a
certification statement in Section G.1, Special Notice of Award and Funding Opportunity
Announcement Reporting Requirements as a flattened PDF for annual certification. Per
the NIH notice, investigators with an existing SciENcv document (e.g., NSF Current and
Pending (Other) Support Common Form, NIH Biosketch, etc.) will be able to transfer
their information to the NIH Common Forms but are encouraged to carefully review the
new version to ensure the information is still accurate and missing fields are addressed.

DOE released its Biographical Sketch and Current and Pending (Other) Support
Common Form Usage Requirements in Financial Assistance on December 3, 2025,
which is effective upon issuance. Consistent with NSF and NIH, DOE will require the
use of SciENcv to complete the Common Forms. The Biosketch replaces the resume
requirement in all DOE and NNSA notice of funding opportunities (NOFOs), financial
assistance agreements, congressionally directed spending projects, and non-
competitive financial assistance agreements. PIDs (ORCID iDs) are required for NOFOs
and awards that encompass R&D activities, or technical assistance to support R&D
activities, including non-competitive R&D projects.

DOE will require all covered individuals listed on NOFO applications and financial
assistance agreements to complete the common forms. DOE is using the NSTC
(NSPM-33) disclosure table on the NSF website to provide clarity on completing the
forms. Per the notice, Covered Individual (Cl) has the meaning specified in the
applicable NOFO/financial assistance agreement (which can be broader than the
federalwide CI definition). After selection and during the life of the award, new Cls must
submit the Biosketch and CPS Common Forms and obtain DOE approval prior to
joining the project team. Changes to previously submitted Biosketch or CPS Common
Forms must be completed within 30 days of the change. Certification by ClI that they are
not participating in a malign foreign talent recruitment program will be completed via the
Common Forms.

Other noteworthy content related to DOE requirements, the appointments and positions
reporting timeframe is three years for the Office of Science and 10 years for programs
supported by GFO, NETL, or ID, ARPA-E, and NNSA. For the reporting timeframe for
proposals, projects, and in-kind contributions, ARPA-E also requires disclosure of the
past 5 years of support in current and pending support forms. Regarding disclosure for
in-kind travel, NOFOs may require disclosure of:



“Travel supported/paid by an external entity to attend a conference or workshop”
located in a foreign country of concern (FCOC), and/or “Travel supported/paid by an
external entity to attend a conference or workshop” when the supporting/paying external
entity is located in an FCOC. NOFOs may also require completion of a current and
pending support addendum.

Research Security Program Requirements

As directed by NSPM-33 and in follow-up to the final_Guidelines for Research Security
Programs at Covered Institutions published on July 9, 2024, federal agencies are
coordinating implementation of research security program (RSP) requirements. These
include research security training, export control training as appropriate/applicable,
foreign travel security, and cybersecurity. The final RSP requirements are anticipated to
be released in Winter 2026.

Cybersecurity requirements are being developed cooperatively between federal
agencies and institutions of higher education through the Federal Demonstration
Partnership’s Research Security Subcommittee in partnership with Educause via two
working groups. The working groups include a diverse membership in terms of type and
size of institution and higher education associations such as COGR and the Association
of Public and Land-grant Universities. Following a public comment period in October
2025 and additional edits by the working group, revised draft Cybersecurity Guidelines
have now been distributed to the federal interagency working group for final review.

Foreign Gift and Contract Reporting

The U.S. Department of Education (DoED) announced on December 1, 2025, the
January 2, 2026 launch of a new reporting portal for IHEs to submit their disclosures of
foreign gifts and contracts in compliance with Section 117 of the Higher Education Act
(HEA 117). The redesigned portal incorporates feedback DoED has received from IHEs
since the implementation of the existing portal, including functionality to:

= “Bulk upload” reportable gifts and contracts

= Save draft submissions

= Self-correct prior submissions (for reports submitted through the new portal)

= Download the full set of submitted records

= Assign more granular roles to IHE personnel involved in the reporting process
DoED provided a training webinar on the new portal on December 15 and will release a
recording of the webinar on December 18, 2025. Access to the existing portal will be
disabled on December 16, 2025. After its launch, both the new portal and existing and
future guidance/information will be accessed at ForeignFundingHigherEd.gov.

Risk Reviews of Fundamental Research Proposals

In accordance with NSPM-33, federal agencies have developed the following risk
review policy and process documents for fundamental research proposal review:



Department of War - Countering Unwanted Foreign Influence in Department-
Funded Research at Institutions of Higher Education (June 29, 2023)

DoD Decision Matrix to Inform Fundamental Research Proposal Mitigation
(Amended May 5, 2025)

DoD Foreign institutions identified as engaging in problematic activity (Part 3,
Table 1 (Amended June 24, 2025)

DOE Research, Technology, and Economic Security (RTES) Framework for
Financial Assistance and Loan Activities (November 26, 2024)

NIH Decision Matrix for Assessing Potential Foreign Interference for Covered
Individuals or Senior/Key Personnel (August 2024)

NSF Trusted Research Using Safeguards and Transparency (TRUST) (June
2024)

The NSF-funded SECURE Center has published a Risk Matrix Reference Guide that
integrates the NIH, NSF, DoD and DOE risk assessment information that allows for
easy comparison of differences and commonalities across agencies.




