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BffiS8l scIENcE ^ND;ci*olocy po,,rcy (

Backgrouurl: Io 2003, 6e Natiooal Sci€oce and Tecbnology Council tbrough tbe Committee oar Science,

Researph Bgsiness n4oiAs GBM) Subcommitt e, collected publio cornment on policy i4licatims of the

cbanging natre of sciendfic reeauctr" particularly rulddiscip_linary ard collaborative rescarch. Among

other-isiues, the publio gqrnments indoatea tUt mary scicatific projeots aorv bvolve more than a single

contibutng scientist and somc haw a oorryclling uecd for uore than onc priuoipal investigator€D to

managp thJefforr Moreover, the collaborators are ofien fiom differerrt insitr*ioru' Care€rs of these

invesfgators are drivco by *olit for thc work perford" and we should stive to recogllze contributors

rgf**iirriptines ard insht*ions. Cfnrcntpoiicy at soncc agenoies, howeve,r,prohibits multiplePls' and

thsrefqe crodit for work is not accuratcly reflectcd or assigncd.

Aworking group ofthe RBM Subcornrrittee brs d€lib€rabd this issuc and recouureiaded to the CorunittEe

on Soieirce at thcir mcedng on October 7 tbat it would be higtily deEirable to dwelop ag€nrsy sg{fc Policy
to ac1nowledge multiplc iwestigators as appfiaic onrcsoarch awards Grrto and contracb.) The

foUowing policy statement is consistent with thig rocoannendation-

policy: All federal rescaroh agencics should accommodeto tbe recognition of two.or more Principal
Inveshgabrs o,n research projccts tgranre and contacb). This policy dges uot rep$e the we of a single
prinoip"l lnvestigator *h* tbat is most appropriato for the projcot It istablishcs the approgriateness of

multiplc priucipal iuvestig,ators in this cra of oomplex multidisciplinary rcscaroh.

Next Steps: The RBM Suboommiftcc is cstablishing awo'rhng group of ftderalrepresedtafives appointed
by each otits potiriputing agencics (sce anaohed.) Tbc wo*ing gotrp will dwelop an implementation
rnucry O"t meets the nccds of both the regearth cormuuity and tlc ftndiug ageacies'

Progress in iuplenwating this poJrcy wilt b€ asscsscd by tbe rate of cornpletion of agency specific policies

and publication of that guidance iu the RBM Toolkil


